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but subordinated research to social distractions when
assimilated by the leisured class. Faraday's permanent
acceptance of class distinction probably reinforced his
tendency to individual research. In 1831, when he began
the most brilliant period in his career, he decided to drop all
commercial consulting work. He could have earned ^5000
a year in fees, but he renounced the prospect of wealth so
that he would not be distracted from pure research. Though
his salary from the Royal Institution was at that time £100
per ann., his total income from extra lecturing and non-
commercial fees was about ^500 to ^1000 a year. He gave
a large part of this to charity. He had no children and his
wife accepted the simple style of living he desired.
He published most of his researches in the journal of
the Royal Society, but he avoided the government of the
Society. For years he rarely went to a meeting, and in
later life, when offered the Presidency, he declined it. He
disapproved of the influence in the Society of persons of
merely social eminence. 'He considered that membership
of the Society should be restricted id scientists. He had
no patience with academic politics:* He had no particular
ability for getting on with people. He would not have
flourished if he had not worked in a purely individualistic
institution where collaboration was unnecessary. Though
he controlled his lively temper he was unable to conceal
impatience with the scientific ineptitude of others. Occa-
sionally he was incapable of appreciating the merits of
others, in particular, of Sturgeon, that admirable ex-private
soldier who had been impressed by the phenomena of
thunderstorms while at artillery manoeuvres in the field,
and in the attempt to learn the philosophers' explanations
of these phenomena began a self-education which led him
to learn Latin, Greek, French, Italian and German, and to
the invention of the electro-magnet.
Faraday was not interested in politics. He was a con-
ventional Royalist, and accepted the social order without
particular criticism. His lack of collective feeling increased
the intensity of his individual life. The contemplation of its
absorbed intensity often turns the attention of the student

